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Céad míle fáilte to this, the 
first catalogue of Kilmainham 
Tales – the series of books 
that truly ‘tells it like it was’. 
Now that we are within the 
‘Decade of Commemoration’ 
our thoughts must surely turn to 
the moments in Ireland’s past 
when Kilmainham Gaol played 
a central role in the events that 
shaped our history.
However, it is all too easy to 
concentrate only on the major 
events – the Lockout (1913), 
The Great War (1914-18), the 
Easter Rising (1916), the War 
of Independence (1919-21), the 
Civil War (1922-23) etc. – and, 
in the process, to lose sight of 
the other, equally important, 
events that preceded them and 
withoutwhich these

majorevents may not have taken 
place.
Ireland’s history did not begin ten 
years ago. No – this island has 
thousands of years of proud 
history, a history which includes 
not just the island of Ireland but 
incorporates the whole world, and 
influenced and shaped that 
world's history in ways most 
other nations can only dream of.
Kilmainham Gaol has been at the 
centre of this history since the 
foundation stone was laid in 1787. 
It has seen 7 struggles against 
the government of the day, 7 
attempts to influence 
the future of this
islandwecall
home.

But these struggles were not 
stand-alone events – they were 
all rooted in the people of Ireland 
and their desire for a better way 
of life and the right to self-deter-
mination free of outside influence 
or interference.
When one looks through this 
proud Gaol’s registers one can 
see many names that stand out 
in the history of Ireland – names 
from the pantheon of Irish heroes 
such as Robert Emmet, Anne 
Devlin,ThomasFrancisMeagher, 
Charles Stewart Parnell, Michael 

Davitt, Thomas Clarke, 

Price: Quantity: Total:Title:

Resistance & Rebellion 
– the Fenian Movement 1858-69 
by Dr. Shane Kenna 
978-1-908056-02-3

Kilmainham Gaol
– Abandonment to Restoration 
by Rory O’Dwyer/Mícheál Ó Doibhilín 
978-1-908056-01-6

Bully's Acre 
– Dublin’s oldest cemetery 
by Paul O’Brien 
978-1-908056-03-0 

Arbour Hill Cemetery
by Paul O’Brien 

978-1-908056-043-7

Madame
Constance Gore Booth/
Countess de Markievicz
by Ciara Scott
978-1-908056-03-0 

The Invincibles
And the Phoenix Park 
assassinations
by Dr. Shane Kenna
978-1-908056-043-7

Joe Poole
…the Sixth Invincible
by Mícheál Ó Doibhilín 
978-1-908056-07-8

Anne Devlin 
… the Bravest of the Brave
by Mícheál Ó Doibhilín 
978-1-908056-00-9

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Totals: €

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€5

€5

€5

€5

€5

€5

€5

€5

N
am

e:

A
dd

re
ss

:

E-
m

ai
l: 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   
I d
o 
   
 d
o
no
t  
   
w
is
h 
to
 b
e 
no
tif
ie
d 
ab
ou
t f
ut
ur
e 
pu
bl
ic
at
io
ns
:

A
m

ou
nt

 e
nc

lo
se

d:
 €

M
et

ho
d 

of
 P

ay
m

en
t:

 C
as

h:
   

   
  C

he
qu

e:
   

   
  P

os
ta

l O
rd

er
:

Al
l d
el
iv
er
ie
s 
ar
e 
po
st
 fr
ee
 w
ith
in
 Ir
el
an
d.
 F
or
 d
el
iv
er
ie
s 
ou
ts
id
e 
Ire

la
nd
 a
dd
 €
1 
fo
r e

ve
ry
 b
oo
k 
or
de
re
d 
–
or
de
rs
 o
ve
r 3

 
bo
ok
s 
po
st
 fr
ee
 th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th

e 
w
or
ld
. P

le
as
e 
al
lo
w
 u
p 
to
 1
0 
w
or
ki
ng
 d
ay
s 
fo
r d

el
iv
er
y.

Po
st
 to
: K

ilm
ai

nh
am

 T
al

es
. T

eo
: 1

1 
W

es
to

n 
C

re
sc

en
t, 

W
es

to
n 

Pa
rk

, L
uc

an
, C

o.
 D

ub
lin

, I
re

la
nd

.



Patrick Pearse etc. – names any 
country would be proud to call 
its own.
While these are all great people 
and deserve to be remembered 
with pride, they are only a few of 
the many who were in this gaol. 
150,000 prisoners – men, 
women and, tragically, children –
passed under the five chained 
serpents of Kilmainham Gaol 
and suffered within the confines 
of its walls.
Some among the prison staff –
including the infamous Dr. 
Edward Trevor – exacerbated 
that suffering,not just in thename 
of the government of the day, 
but for their personal benefit too.
It was the cumulative effect of 
that suffering, which frequently 
mirrored in microcosm the suffer-
ing of the population at large, 
that inspired the Irish struggle to 
throw off the yoke of oppression, 
to fight for the right to become a 
united and free nation which 
could determine its own future 
and manage its own affairs for 
the benefit of its own citizens.
These Kilmainham Tales 
record just a tiny fraction of these 
stories. Some are heroic, some 
sad, others are tragic – the 170 
or more executions, the 5-year-
old children – but all high-light 
the eternal struggle for survival

and/or betterment that character-
ises the human condition. 
It is on the shoulders of the 
people in these pages – and the 
tens of thousands of others 
recorded in Kilmainham Gaol’s 
registers – that we stand today. 
Theirhopes,aspirations,struggles 
sufferings and have made us 
what we are, and we  owe it to 
them all not to forget them, but to 
remember them  and to continue 
their struggle to better Ireland 
and those who live here, and to 
infuse this message to the world, 
wherever the Irish diaspora has 
spread. 
Many of Kilmainham Gaol’s 
prisoners were transported –
4,000 to Australia alone – or 
deported. But even abroad they 
did not give up their struggle and 
many continued to support ‘the 
old country’ in any way theycould. 
Others brought their spirit to play 
on reforming the very countries 
they were exiled to, changing the 
world that sought to change them!
In today’smaterialisticworldmuch 
of this reforming zeal has been 
lost as we struggle with financial 
and other problems. Surely, in this
year of theGathering, we can do 
no better than to re-infect our 
returning cousins with this indomit-
ablespirit of Ireland’spast, so that 
not just Ireland but the whole 
World will, in the future, be a 
better place for all.

Kilmainham Tales
support this 

by

telling it like it was, carrying on 
the grand tradition of our 
seanchai and bards, infusing the 
present with the past so that we 
will never repeat it but, instead, 
build on it, using it as a truly solid 
foundation for our future.
‘Gan síol gan plannda’ (‘No 
plant without a seed’) surely 
sums up any true nation. We are 
rooted in our past.
This is not a bad thing – it is 
good. It is what makes us 
special, it is what makes us what 
we are.
Without our history we are 
nothing. As we look forward, we 
must always look back, so that 
we can once again grow to be 
great. 
“If I was going there I wouldn’t 
start from here” a wise old Kerry 
man once told an English visitor 
who was seeking directions,  
and that is as true for a nation 
as it is for a lost traveller. You 
must first know where you are –
and where you came from –
before deciding the road ahead.  
“Every journey starts with the 
first step” the Chinese say and, 
in the march of our great Nation, 
that first step was a long, long 
time ago. 
The keys to our future are in our 
past.

Mícheál Ó Doibhilín
Publisher/Foillsitheor
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Praise for 
“Anne Devlin”:

[E]xcellent – the tragic story of 
Emmet’s housekeeper.

Ó Doibhilín takes us on a rapid tour of what
known about Anne Devlin and where she is

from. He describes her incarceration in the sewers
of Kilmainham Gaol, where Medical Inspector Dr. 

Edward Trevor ... used psychological torture and the 
offer of a massive £500 bribe to try to turn her without 
success [and how] she descended gradually into 

terrible poverty on the death of her husband and 
died of of starvation at 71 in 1851.

... a gripping story.
Books Ireland, 

Feb.’09



Title: 

Anne Devlin 
… the bravest of the brave 

Author:
Mícheál Ó Doibhilín

ISBN 978-1-908056-00-9
RRP: €5

Anne Devlin suffered for 48 years to 
protect Robert Emmet’s ideal of a 
democratic republic and those involved 
in his abortive rebellion of 1803, refusing 
to barter her principles for money or 
personal safety. 
Tortured by Kilmainham Gaol’s evil Dr. 
Edward Trevor and British spy, Anne 
resisted the might of the greatest nation 
on Earth. 
Revered by Patrick Pearse, Éamon de 
Valera and Michael Collins, Anne now 
lies in a lonely grave in Glasnevin, 
forgotten by almost everyone.
Those who know her story place Anne 
among the greatest of Irish heroes. She 
is Ireland’s first female political prisoner, 
but today she has been forgotten by 
almost everyone.
After years of research, author and 
historian Mícheál Ó Doibhilín introduces 
us to Anne’s story, and pleads for justice 
for this woman to whom Ireland owes 
so much.

Ireland’s first female political prisoner

Title: 

Joe Poole
... The sixth Invincible
Author:

“… it is on account of being an enemy … of the 
Government under which I have the misfortune 
to live that I have been persecuted in the 
manner I have been” said Joe Poole at his trial 
when he was pronounced guilty of murder.

On Tuesday, December 18th, 1883 he was 
murdered on the gallows where he was due to 
hang for escaping an assassination attempt 
which had resulted in the killing of a police 
informer.

This is his story, a story of spies, informers, jury-
rigging, police fit-ups, internecine fighting, land 
wars, murder, assassination, corruption and 
despoliation – in fact, all Victorian Dublin is 
here.

Famous names (the Invincibles, Inspector 
Mallon) are cheek by jowl with others seldom 
mentioned in the usual histories. 

This is the dark and dank underbelly of Victorian 
Dublin, a story played out on the backdrop of the 
Phoenix Park assassinations by the Invincibles, 
a story of revenge by a frustrated yet all-
powerful police force that controlled juries, 
criminal elements and judges.

This is 19th century Justice – blind … and corrupt.

Mícheál Ó Doibhilín

978-1-908056-01-6
RRP: €5

“(I am) an enemy of the Government”



Title: 

Kilmainham Gaol
– Abandonment to Restoration 
Author:
Rory O’Dwyer/

For 26 long years a very special and unique 
group of volunteers gave their spare time to 
restore and preserve one of Ireland’s most 
important historical buildings. 

In the process, they saved this monument for 
future generations, and commemorated the 
many political prisoners – ‘a virtual roll call of the 
Irish nationalist pantheon’, authors Rory O’Dwyer
and Mícheál Ó Doibhilín call them – who were  
‘guests’ there between its opening in 1796 and its 
abandonment in 1924.

In these pages we are introduced to the story of 
this often overlooked aspect of this historic gaol, 
and gain an insight into what motivated those 
involved – mostly ordinary men and women 
from a variety of backgrounds and including a 
number of former prisoners.
Their task was immense – thousands of tons of 
waste material had to be removed before the 
restoration work could even begin properly, and 
building skills had to be learned ‘on the job’.
But they succeeded and now Kilmainham Gaol 
– the Bastille of Ireland – is acknowledged as 
the premier visitor attraction in Ireland, an iconic 
film/TV-set and a must-visit place for anyone 
with an interest in Irish history. 

Mícheál Ó Doibhilín

ISBN: 978-1-908056-01-6
RRP: €5

An incredible patriotic endeavour

Title: 

The Invincibles
and the Phoenix Park 

Assassinations 

Author:
Dr. Shane Kenna

ISBN: 978-1-908056-06-1
RRP: €5

On 6 May 1882 the world was plunged 
into shock and Ireland into a political 
crisis. 
Two of the British Government’s most 
senior administrators in Ireland, the 
newly appointed Chief Secretary, Lord 
Frederick Cavendish, and the top civil 
servant in Ireland, the Under-Secretary 
at Dublin Castle, Thomas Henry Burke, 
were assassinated in broad daylight by 
a never-before-heard-of Republican 
group called the Irish National Invincibles. 
In the aftermath there was a massive 
police investigation resulting in the arrest 
of twenty six men (including Joe Poole –
see Kilmainham Tale 8), the making of 
several informants, the execution of five 
men in Kilmainham Gaol, and the assass-
ination, half way across the globe in the 
Southern Hemisphere, of the man seen 
as mainly responsible for their betrayal.
The Invincibles may be the most mis-
understood secret society in Irish history. 
Dr. Kenna clears the myths and explains 
who they were and their context.

KG’s Most famous Victorian prisoners



Title: 

Resistance & Rebellion 
– the Fenian Movement 

1858-69 

Author:
Dr. Shane Kenna

ISBN: 978-1-908056-02-3
RRP: €5

The Fenians bestrode Irish history like a 
Colossus – carrying the torches of 
Liberty and Equality through the second 
half of the 19th century until, eventually 
yielding them to those who began the 
final, successful push in 1916.
Starting as two separate organisations, 
The Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood (IRB) 
in Ireland and the Fenian Brotherhood in 
America, the Fenians’ influence cast a 
long shadow over the history not only of 
Ireland but also of England and America.
This story is one of international intrigue, 
science-based terrorism, a Diaspora 
reclaiming its birthright. But, despite huge 
support, the Fenians failed, only increas-
ing English paranoia about rebel Ireland, 
and discomfiting the United States with 
their abortive invasion of Canada, many 
ending up in jail (including Kilmainham 
Gaol) or exile.  
Shane Kenna gives us a clear, concise 
history of ‘the most important revolutionary 
movement in Irish History’ during its 
formative and most active years. 

The Fenians – colossus of Irish History
Constance Gore Booth – Countess de 
Markievicz – was the darling of the Dublin Castle 
social scene at the beginning of the 20th Century. 
Yet in 1916 she took part in a rebellion that was 
to rock the foundations of her former world.

Artist, Nationalist, Socialist, Rebel, Prisoner, 
Celebrity, Mother and Politician, Madame 
Markievicz became the darling of the working 
class of Dublin, the first woman elected to the 
British Parliament, a passionate defender of the 
rights of the underdog.
This complex, remarkable woman is brought to 
life in this wonderful new biography by Ciara 
Scott. We read of her marriage to a Polish Count, 
and why it failed; her less-than full relationship 
with her and her husband's children. We learn of 
the Countess’ heroes, and her passion for 
righting social wrongs.

This marvellous biography explains this most 
complex of characters in simple terms, allowing 
us a clear and unfettered overview of a self-
publicist who gave up everything to help the poor 
and fight for Ireland’s right to self determination.

Madame was a fun-loving, serious person, a self-
centred woman who put others’ needs before her 
own and was prepared to die for her principals.

ISBN: 978-1-908056-05-4 
RRP: €5

Darling of the Castle, loved by the poor

Title: 

Constance Gore Booth

Madame
Countess de Markievicz
Author:
Ciara Scott



Title: 

Bully’s Acre
– Dublin’s oldest cemetry
Author:
Paul O’Brien

For a cemetery, Bully’s Acre was a very lively 
place. 

In the grounds of the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, 
Bully’s Acre is famous as the (almost) last resting 
place of Robert Emmet, and has clasped to it’s 
bosom tens of thousands and many generations 
of Dubliners – commoners, businessmen, 
captains and privates ... even the sons of kings.

Now historian and best-selling author Paul 
O’Brien tells the story of this little-known grave-
yard. 

It is a story of religion, grave-robbing, poverty 
and sickness – but above all it is a story that is 
at the very heart of the history of Dublin itself for 
those buried here are Dublin’s sons and 
daughters, culled by the Great leveller from all 
strata of society. Here you will find men and 
women, children and soldiers, all joined together 
in life’s final event.

This is the first of a series of books on some of 
Dublin’s lesser know graveyards. See also 
Kilmainham Tale 5 – ‘Arbour Hill’ and watch for 
news of future titles.

ISBN: 978-1-908056-03-0 
RRP: €5

Dublin’s deadliest place – day or night

Title: 

Arbour Hill 
Cemetery and Church
Author:
Paul O’Brien

ISBN: 978-1-908056-04-7
RRP: €5

The history of Arbour Hill combines both 
British and Irish heritage. 
Thousands of British soldiers passed 
through its gates on their way to the far-
flung outposts of the British Empire, and 
many now lie buried beneath its green 
sward.
But Irish soldiers are buried here too –
including the 14 whose executions in 
1916 led ultimately to the foundation of 
the Irish Free State.
Yet this is a family graveyard also – with 
many children, for example, interred in 
this most unusual of graveyards.
Renowned Author/Historian  Paul O’Brien 
combines the history of the place with the
stories of some of the myriad soldiers, 
patriots, fathers, brothers and sisters, 
mothers and children who rest here now.
This is the first true history of this import-
ant graveyard, and is the second of Paul 
O’Brien’s books on Dublin graveyards with 
a connection to Kilmainham Gaol – see 
also  Kilmainham Tale 4 – ‘Bully’s Acre’. 

Irish and British history combined



is a new venture in Irish publishing. 
Centered on Kilmainham Gaol and 
its pivotal social, military and 
political part in Irish history – from 
its opening in 1796 to its closure in 
1924 – this series explores and 
retells the story of the people and 
movements which shaped – or were 
shaped by – that history. 
Each book is complete in itself, and 
ranges from individual Tales (Anne 
Devlin, Countess Markievicz, Joe Poole, 
Edward Trevor*) through organisations ( 
Fenians, Invincibles,* Kilmainham Gaol 
Restoration) places (Bully’s Acre, Arbour 
Hill) to events (e.g. the burning of the 
Custom House in 1921*) – essential to 
our understanding of Irish history and,

with an impressive list of planned titles, 
this is a series to watch ... and read. 
Although small in size these books are 
not small in scope. Each book is 10,000 
to 15,000 words in length, fully illustrated, 
some with specially commissioned 
illustrations or photographs. 
Each is written by an expert in his/her 
field, and is intended to be a thorough 
but accessible introduction to or overview 
of its subject. 
For ease of access and reference each 
book contains a comprehensive index 
and bibliography. 
Pocket-money priced at only €5 each, 
these Kilmainham Tales are making 
history, accessibly.


